
7th Grade Language Arts and Reading 
Ms. Harvey =) 

Theme:  Adversity, Conflict, and Change 
What can you learn from adversity, conflict, and change that can help positively affect you and those around you? 

 September October Nov/Dec January February March April May/June 
Organizing 
Concepts 

What I am, What 
I Want to Be 

Winds of Change Facing 
Challenge 

Where the Heart 
Is 

At the 
Crossroads 

Twists and Turns A Different 
Dimension 

A Delicate 
Balance 

Essential 
Questions 

-What personal 
qualities have 
helped you deal 
with conflict and 
change? 
-How can you 
use language to 
empower 
yourself? 
-Where do 
authors get their 
ideas? 
-How do authors 
employ irony 
and imagery? 
-What different 
methods for 
organizing ideas 
works best for 
the way you 
learn and 
understand 
writing? 

-How does 
conflict lead to 
change? 
-How do authors 
use the resources 
of language to 
impact an 
audience? 
-What is the 
purpose for 
expository 
(informative) 
writing? 
-How doe 
authors employ 
mood, 
alliteration, 
allusion, point of 
view, and 
elements of plot? 
-What is the 
purpose of 
poetry? 
How do authors 
employ 
figurative 
language in 
poetry? 

-How might it 
feel to live 
through a 
conflict that 
disrupts your 
way of life? 
-How does 
language 
influence the 
way we think, 
act, and perceive 
the world? 
-How do people 
discriminate? 
-What is the 
purpose for 
narrative 
writing? 
-How do authors 
employ dialect, 
dialogue, and 
fore-shadowing? 
 

-How does 
conflict 
influence an 
individual’s 
decisions and 
actions? 
-Is it possible to 
have a culture 
without 
language? 
-How do authors 
employ 
figurative 
language? 
-How can you 
improve your 
writing? 

-How does an 
individual’s 
point of view 
affect the way 
they deal with 
conflict? 
-In what ways 
are language and 
power 
inseparable? 
-What is the 
purpose for 
persuasive 
writing? 

-What is 
community and 
what are the 
individual’s 
responsibilities 
to the 
community, as 
well as the 
community’s 
responsibilities 
to the individual? 
-How is our 
understanding of 
culture and 
society 
constructed 
through and by 
language? 
-How do authors 
employ plot 
twists? 

-What problem-
solving strategies 
can individuals 
use to manage 
conflict and 
change? 
-How is our 
understanding of 
culture and 
society 
constructed 
through and by 
language? 
-How do authors 
employ tone? 

-How are people 
transformed 
through their 
relationships 
with others? 
-What are 
common themes 
in literature 
throughout time? 
-How can 
language be 
powerful? 
-How do authors 
employ 
anthropomor-
phism? 
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-Writer’s Choice 
-Glencoe 
Literature 



-Outsiders 
-“Names/ 
Nombres” 
-“I’m Nobody! 
Who Are You? 
-“Almost Ready” 
-“from Wait Till 
Next Year” 
-“from The 
Wonder Years” 
-“Fish Cheeks” 
-“from Rosa 
Parks: My Story” 

-Outsiders 
-Discoveries in 
Literature 
-“The Builders” 
-“Speed 
Adjustment” 
-“The Demon of 
the Giblet” 
-“Growing 
Pains” 
-“Slam, Dunk, & 
Hook” 
-“A Crush” 
-“Last Cover” 
-“Birthday Box” 
-“Rip Van 
Winkle” 
 

-Devil’s 
Arithmetic 
-“New 
Directions” 
-The Wreck of 
Hesperus” 
-“I’ll Walk the 
Tightrope” 
-“Too Soon a 
Woman” 
-“A Boy and His 
Dog” 
-“a poem (for 
langston 
hughes)” 
-“Dreams” 
-“The Fish 
Crisis” 
 
 

-NJ ASK Test 
Prep workbook 
-Pictures of 
Hollis Woods 
-“The Courage 
My Mother Had” 
-“Mother to Son” 
-“The Teacher 
Who Changed 
My Life” 
-“How I Learned 
English” 
-“Anansi and His 
Visitor, Turtle” 
“The Doge 
Diaries” 

-NJ ASK Test 
Prep workbook 
-Pictures of 
Hollis Woods 
-“Amigo 
Brothers” 
-“Your World” 
-“The 
Scholarship 
Jacket” 
-“The Old 
Demon” 
-“The Monsters 
Are Due on 
Maple Street” 

-NJ ASK Test 
Prep workbook 
-I Am the Cheese 
-“Charles” 
-“Who’s on 
First?” 
-“After Twenty 
Years” 
-“The 
Highwayman” 
-“The Cremation 
of Sam McGee” 
 

-NJ ASK Test 
Prep workbook 
-I Am the Cheese 
-“Lob’s Girl” 
-“Key Item” 
-“The Smallest 
Dragonboy” 
-“Strawberries” 
-“Cat and Rat: 
The Legend of 
the Chinese 
Zodiac” 
-“Icarus and 
Daedalus” 
-“Prometheus” 
 

-Something 
Wicked This Way 
Comes 
-“We Are All 
One” 
-“Rikki-tikki-
tavi” 
-“Loo-Wit” 
-“Turkeys” 
-“The Pasture” 

Skills and 
Projects 

-Story Elements 
-The Writing 
Process 
-Memorize 
Prepositions 
-Note Taking 
skills 
-Study Skills 
-Test Taking 
Skills 
-Sentence 
Structure 
-Letter to Future 
Self 

-Elements of Plot 
-Introduction to 
Poetry 
-Conflict 
Resolution Script 
-Nouns 
-Verbs 
-Compare and 
Contrast Essay 

-Writing 
Dialogue 
-Memorization 
-Verbs 
-Pronouns 
-World War II 
-Genocide Poster 
-Narrative 
Nonfiction Paper 

-Revising 
-Descriptions 
with Sensory 
Details 
-Adjectives 
-Adverbs 
-Standardized 
Test Preparation 

-Drawing 
Conclusions 
-Prepositions 
-Conjunctions 
-Interjections 
-Sentences 
-Persuasive 
Paper 
-Standardized 
Test Preparation 

-Judging Online 
Information 
-Practicing 
Internet Citation 
-Verbals 
-Troublesome 
Words 
-Diagramming 
Sentences 
-Essay Writing 
-Standardized 
Test Preparation 

-Following 
Directions 
-Capitalization 
-End Punctuation 
-Greek 
Newspaper 
(Research Paper) 
-Standardized 
Test Preparation 

-Making 
Inferences 
-How-to 
Directions 
-Commas 
-Semicolons 
-Colons 
-Quotation 
Marks 
-Italics 
-Apostrophes 
-Hyphens 
-Dashes 
-Parentheses 
-Abbreviations 
-Writing 
Numbers 
-Round Out 
Poetry 
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